
Extract from Hansard 
[COUNCIL — Tuesday, 30 November 2021] 

 p6030a-6030a 
Hon Stephen Pratt 

 [1] 

WA EDUCATION AWARDS 
Statement 

HON STEPHEN PRATT (South Metropolitan) [9.46 pm]: I wish to draw members’ attention to the recent 
announcement of the winners of the WA Education Awards 2021. I am pleased to say that the winners of both the 
WA Primary Principal of the Year and the WA Secondary Principal of the Year are from schools located in the 
South Metropolitan Region. These awards reflect the fantastic work that educators do across the region and across 
our state to provide all WA children with the highest level of education possible. 
The 2021 WA Primary Principal of the Year, Louise O’Donovan of Beeliar Primary School, is an example of the 
powerful role that public educators play in our children’s lives. Ms O’Donovan’s outstanding leadership skills are 
evidenced by the strong culture of inclusivity and academic excellence that has been cultivated at Beeliar Primary 
School. She leads Beeliar Primary School with integrity, empathy, knowledge and skill to build a school culture 
focused on student learning, wellbeing and achievement. Her commitment to celebrating the local Noongar culture 
of the area is also strong, with special attention being paid to learning about the traditional owners of the area. 
Evidence suggests that high-quality early education is critical to deliver better education outcomes for students, and 
schools like Beeliar Primary School play an important role in our education system. I congratulate Louise O’Donovan 
on this fantastic achievement. 
The 2021 WA Secondary Principal of the Year, Mitchell Mackay of John Curtin College of the Arts, similarly has 
created an innovative approach to education that places student wellbeing at the centre. His career has spanned 
more than three decades, during which he has inspired the next generation of young adults. Mr Mackay’s aim to reach 
every student in every classroom every day has helped thousands of local children receive a world-class education, 
creating an environment in which all students’ achievements are celebrated. John Curtin is one of the state’s premier 
schools and is a testament to the power of public education. This would not be possible without the great work of 
the staff at JCC. I would like to congratulate Mr Mackay for his outstanding leadership. 
I also note that Nikki Lyons of Harrisdale Primary School took out the award of WA Primary Deputy Principal of 
the Year. As a foundation deputy principal at Harrisdale Primary School, Nikki has been instrumental in building 
a school with a positive and caring culture. I congratulate all the award winners announced this week. 
I would also like to draw the house’s attention to the outstanding work by educators at Fremantle College. Thanks 
to the hard work of principal Myles Draper, the teaching staff and the hardworking education support staff, the school 
has had a dramatic turnaround. As noted recently in the Melville City Herald, Fremantle College has seen its average 
ATAR score increase by 10 per cent and the overall number of students completing their high school certificate 
has risen by 21 per cent. Additionally, its NAPLAN results now rate above the metropolitan average, highlighting 
that the future of Fremantle College is in good hands. 
The McGowan government’s announcement that $37.1 million will go towards career specialist teachers in over 
70 public schools, including Fremantle College, is sure to increase these already fantastic numbers. The McGowan 
government has delivered $6 billion for WA schools, as well as $121.4 million in continued investment and training 
initiatives. These investments ensure that we are training our young people for the jobs of the future. 
Labor governments have a strong history of supporting and fighting for public education. Access to high-quality, 
well-funded public education is a right in this country. I thank my colleague in the South Metropolitan Region, the 
Minister for Education and Training, Hon Sue Ellery, for her tireless work in improving local schools for our kids, 
and every education worker for the critical role they play in the future of our state. 
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